
October 15, 2019 

Borough Council 

 

The Monthly Workshop Meeting of the Bedford Borough Council was held on the above date at 

3:00 p.m. with the following Council Members present, Bill Blackburn, John Cessna, Jeff 

Rinscheid and Sharon Turkovich.  Mayor William Leibfreid, Borough Manager Barbara Diehl, 

Borough Secretary Beverly Geller, Public Services Director Brad Foor, Police Chief Craig 

Bowman and Timothy Cooper, P.E. of Stiffler, McGraw & Associates, Inc. were also present.  

Council Members Tim Weaverling and Dean Lemley were absent along with Assistant Borough 

Secretary Misty Hizer.   

 

Councilwoman Turkovich called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.   

 

Stacey Gould, Downtown Bedford Inc. Manager, was in attendance to present the 2020 Event 

Requests for Downtown Bedford Inc (DBI).  Some events were discontinued and some events 

were combined.  The Car Show, Bed Races and Wing Off have all been combined into one event 

on May 16, 2020. The list will be added to the agenda for approval at the November 4th Council 

Meeting.   

 

Manager Diehl reminded Council that the DBI Agreement is set to expire at the end of 2020 and 

discussion between Council and DBI is to start one year prior to the end of the agreement.   

 

Councilman Blackburn shared that the Fire Department Build Project is a few weeks behind, but 

fire trucks are to be in the building by December 15th with the project complete by March 31, 

2020.   

 

Patrick Neff joined the meeting at 3:25 p.m.   

 

Manager Diehl shared that the Police Department would like to move to temporary quarters as 

soon as possible due to issues with the restroom in the Police Department. 

 

Motion was made by Councilman Cessna, seconded by Councilman Neff, to advertise Ordinance 

2019-06 changing Survivor Benefits from 50% to 100% if a Police Officer dies on or after he or 

she retires or on or after the date he or she is eligible to receive a disability benefit.  Council 

voted unanimously to make the change from 50% to 100% on September 4, 2007, but never 

passed an Ordinance to record the change.  Motion was carried by unanimous vote to advertise 

the Ordinance (5-0).   

 

Secretary Geller shared information on an upcoming meeting with Vince Greenland, Assistant 

District Executive – Design, Commonwealth of PA, to discuss the damage from Tractor Trailers 

in the Borough.  There have been 6 reported accidents to EMC Insurance in the last 2 years and 

several accidents that have happened that were not reported to EMC Insurance.   Tractor Trailer 

drivers are using GPS systems for cars and are being directed to the Turnpike via Pitt Street onto 

Richard Street.  Contact with Representative Topper and Senator Langerholc prompted a truck 

movement study by PennDOT to look into the issue.   
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Mr. Cooper shared information in regards to the Streetscape Grant application.  PennDOT has a 

Multimodal Grant that is a similar program to the Department of Community and Economic 

Development (DCED) grant.  The PennDOT program requires a 30% match.  Resolutions will 

need approved to apply for funding.  Motion was made by Mr. Blackburn, seconded by Mr. 

Rinscheid, to apply for the Multimodal Grant through PennDOT.  Motion was carried by 

unanimous vote (5-0).  

 

Mr. Rinscheid inquired about Stiffler McGraw providing a plan for the Fort Museum to show 

property owners in regards to a trail from the Southern Alleghenies Museum of Art (SAMA) 

Bedford and a possible amphitheatre near the Fort Museum.  Mr. Cooper shared that a 

conceptual plan would be approximately $1,000.00.  There is no design at this point and detailed 

drawings would cost several thousand dollars.    

 

Motion was made by Mr. Cessna, seconded by Mr. Blackburn, to approve payment for a 

conceptual drawing of the walkway and amphitheatre by Stiffler McGraw in the amount of less 

than $700.00.  Motion was carried by unanimous vote (5-0).   

 

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made and carried at 4:08 p.m. 

 

________________________________ 

 

Borough Secretary 


