
August 20, 2019 

 

 

Borough Council 

 

The Monthly Workshop Meeting of the Bedford Borough Council was held on the above date at 

3:00 p.m. with the following Council Members present, Bill Blackburn, John Cessna, Jeff 

Rinscheid and Sharon Turkovich.  Mayor William Leibfreid, Borough Secretary Beverly Geller, 

Public Services Director Brad Foor, Police Chief Craig Bowman, Solicitor Dean Crabtree and 

Timothy Cooper, P.E. of Stiffler, McGraw & Associates, Inc. were also present. Absent were 

Council Members Dean Lemley and Patrick Neff.  Assistant Borough Secretary Misty Hizer was 

absent.   

 

Dave Heller, Olde Bedford Brewing, spoke to Council in regards to launching a pontoon boat on 

the river below the Fort Museum and above the dam to host a beer tasting on the river.  Mr. 

Heller would work with the Chamber of Commerce or DBI for the fundraising event.   

 

Council Member Tim Weaverling joined the meeting at 3:06 p.m. 

 

As a manufacturer, Olde Bedford Brewing can host a beer tasting on the river.  Mr. Foor noted 

that the river is currently at the highest level.  Mr. Heller noted that he would like to have the 

event during Fall Foliage.   

   

Mr. Heller exited the meeting at 3:09 p.m. 

 

Mr. Weaverling shared that contract negotiation meetings for both Uniform and Non-Uniform 

employees are being scheduled and discussion has begun on updating the Non-Uniform Sick 

Bank Policy.   

 

Manager Diehl arrived at 3:14 p.m.   

 

Manager Diehl requested an Executive Session to update Council on a current litigation issue 

and inform Council of a potential litigation issue.        

 

Mr. Cooper updated Council on the paving project for 2019.  Paving is complete and the 

contractor is working on the punch list.   

 

Mr. Cooper shared information on the CSO Removal Project that is scheduled to begin in 

September 2019.  The Water portion of the project ($4 million plus) and Sanitary Sewer portion 

of the project ($6 million plus) will replace aging infrastructure and eliminate groundwater 

infiltration into the Sanitary Sewer.  After the project is completed it may be necessary to do 

sanitary sewer lateral testing from the street into homes.   

 

Motion was made by Councilman Cessna, seconded by Councilman Blackburn, to advertise, 

interview and hire for a Mechanic Trainee position at the WWTP.  Motion was carried by 

unanimous vote (5-0).   

 



August 20, 2019 

Mr. Rinscheid presented a request from the Heritage Trust to hold a beer garden at the Fort 

Bedford Museum during the two weekends of Fall Foliage.  Motion was made by Councilman 

Cessna, seconded by Councilwoman Turkovich, to approve the event.  Motion was carried by 

unanimous vote (5-0).   

 

Mr. Rinscheid shared a design to safeguard the flag housed at the Fort Bedford Museum.  After 

discussion the suggestion was to use Borough employees to make necessary changes to secure 

the exhibit and request Jay Speicher visit the Museum to assess the building.   

 

Mayor Leibfreid shared that in speaking with School Board President Tom Bullington the 

borough owned property was discussed, but a final plan for expansion of the School properties 

has not been finalized.   

 

Solicitor Crabtree noted that for the Municipal Authority’s CSO Removal project to proceed, a 

right of way would need signed for lots 1265 and 1263 which are owned by the Borough.  

Motion was made by Councilwoman Turkovich, seconded by Councilman Cessna, to approve 

signing the right of way. Motion was carried by unanimous vote (5-0).   

 

Manager Diehl updated Council on the Borough Building Project.  Office staff and the Police 

Department may utilize the Ambulance Building during the construction.  The Ambulance Board 

was very gracious to offer the space.  Manager Diehl was concerned about utilizing the new Fire 

hall lower level due to parking limitations by construction workers and fire department 

volunteers in the event of a fire.  Manager Diehl expressed gratitude to the Fire Department for 

their offer and final move of office and police departments will be determined at a later time.  

 

Council entered Executive Session at 4:00 p.m.   

 

Councilman Weaverling exited the meeting at 4:28 p.m.   

 

Council exited Executive Session at 4:39 p.m.   

 

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made and carried at 4:39 p.m. 

 

________________________________ 

 

Borough Secretary 


