
July 31, 2018 

Borough Council 

 

The Monthly Workshop Meeting of the Bedford Borough Council was held on the above date at 

3:00 pm with the following Council Members present, Tim Weaverling, Dean Lemley, John 

Cessna, Jeff Rinscheid, Sharon Turkovich and Bill Blackburn.  Mayor William Leibfreid, 

Borough Manager Barbara Diehl, Borough Secretary Beverly Geller, Police Officer Ric 

Kinsinger and Police Chief Jim Sigler were also present.   Council Member Patrick Neff along 

with Solicitor Dean Crabtree and Assistant Borough Secretary Misty Hizer were absent.   

 

Josh Lang, Bedford Lions Club, spoke to Council in regards to the “Welcome to Bedford” signs 

proposed for Route 30 at the east and west sides of town.  Discussion followed on the possibility 

of changing the Ordinance if a proper location can be identified; painting on the overpass 

entrances a “Welcome to Bedford” message and the possibility of installing signage in the center 

of the eastern Route 30 overpass support median.  Additional information is to be gathered in 

regards to the options listed for the next Council workshop. 

 

Officer Kinsinger and Chief Sigler shared that on July 3, 2018, one to two hundred (100 to 200) 

intoxicated individuals were on the sidewalks and streets between the Village News and The 

Tavern.  The individuals were still in town after DBI’s Hot Summer Nights ended at 9 pm.  After 

the event ended, individuals went to the bars in town.  After 10:30 pm, individuals started 

walking between the Village News and the Tavern.  Officers who were patrolling Hot Summer 

Nights were dismissed at 10:00 pm because the streets had emptied and all seemed quiet.   

 

The Village News closed early due to patrons being rowdy and out of control.  The Tavern 

closed early pm due to the same issue.  Officer Kinsinger was the only officer on duty after 

10:00 pm.  Officer Kinsinger shared that individuals began walking between The Tavern and 

The Village News lining the streets two to three (2 to 3) people wide on the sidewalk.  Officer 

Kinsinger noted most were still wearing their wristbands from the DBI event, drinking openly on 

the streets, throwing items and yelling obscenities derogatory to Police. Officer Kinsinger noted 

that he recognized about 20 individuals as Borough citizens.  Feeling threatened and in 

consideration of the safety of individuals trying to traverse through town, Officer Kinsinger 

called the Pennsylvania State Police for reinforcement.   

 

Discussion in regards to the safety of the Officer followed with Council noting that the night 

before a Holiday with most individuals not having to work the next day escalated the situation.  

Chief Sigler noted that future events will have Officers on extended hours.  Councilman 

Weaverling will email the DBI Board and share the situation on July 3rd and the concerns of 

Council.  Chief Sigler asked for a debriefing after events so all parties are informed.   

 

Chief Sigler exited the meeting at 4:27 pm.   

 

Discussion followed that the presence of additional DBI volunteers and members may dissuade 

excessive drinking.   

 

Ric Kinsinger exited the meeting at 4:32 pm.    

 



July 31, 2018 

Councilman Rinscheid noted that the playground equipment at the Fort Bedford Park was 

painted yellow the week of July 23rd to 27th and the remaining painting will take place as the 

weather allows.   

 

Motion was made by Councilwoman Turkovich, seconded by Councilman Rinscheid to replace 

the tree that was struck by an automobile in the Federal Square with an October Morning Glory 

in the SW corner of the Square.  Along with removal of the tree in the Federal Square, the 

approval covers the removal of two trees in the Memorial Park and one parallel to Butler 

Avenue.    Motion was carried by unanimous vote (6-0). 

 

Manager Diehl shared that the Solar Panel installation is delayed due to permitting.  Manager 

Diehl shared that information in regards to the 2018 Paving Project with the ADA Ramps has 

been forwarded to George Spinelli of PennDOT.  Manager Diehl noted that the Municipal 

Authority met July 30th along with the members of the Water Authority who will be joining 

MABB effective October 1, 2018 to discuss the steps required – Resolutions, Transfer of Assets, 

Professional Services, etc.  Manager Diehl reminded Council of the joint meeting with the Fire 

Department at 7:00 pm on August 1, 2018 in the Fire Department Meeting Room.  

 

Motion was made by Councilwoman Turkovich, seconded by Councilman Cessna, to approve 

the request of the Bedford Heritage Trust to have a beer garden behind the Fort Bedford Museum 

during the two weekends of Fall Foliage.  Olde Bedford Brewing products will be offered.  No 

food will be sold.  Motion was carried by unanimous vote (6-0).   

 

Motion was made by Councilman Cessna, seconded by Councilman Rinscheid, to approve DBI’s 

request to reschedule the Independence Day Celebration to Saturday, September 1, 2018 at the 

Fort Bedford Park from 5:00 pm to 11:00 pm.  Closure of the entire Fort Bedford Park area and 

roads leading into the park would be from 2:00 pm to 12:00 am.   Motion was carried by 

unanimous vote (6-0).   

 

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made and carried at 4:57 p.m. 

 

 

________________________________ 

 

Borough Secretary 

 


