
May 7, 2018 

Borough Council 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Bedford Borough Council was held on the above date with the 

following Council Members present, Tim Weaverling, Dean Lemley, John Cessna, Jeff 

Rinscheid, William Blackburn and Patrick Neff.  Mayor William Leibfreid, Borough Manager 

Barbara Diehl, Borough Secretary Beverly Geller, Borough Assistant Secretary Misty Hizer, 

Solicitor Dean Crabtree and Junior Council Person Michaela Musselman were also in 

attendance.  Council Member Sharon Turkovich and Police Chief Jim Sigler were absent.     

 

Motion was made by Councilman Neff, seconded by Councilman Lemley, to approve the 

Minutes of the April 2, 2018 Council Meeting and the April 17, 2018 Council Workshop.  

Motion was carried by unanimous vote (6-0).  

 

Motion was made by Councilman Lemley, seconded by Councilman Neff, to approve the list of 

bills from April 3, 2018 through May 7, 2018.  Motion was carried by unanimous vote (6-0). 

 

Motion was made by Councilman Neff, seconded by Councilman Rinscheid, to approve the 

Treasurer’s Report for May 7, 2018.   Motion was carried by unanimous vote (6-0). 

 

Jacquie Roach, HARB Member, spoke to Council in regards to the request from Downtown 

Bedford, Inc. (DBI) to purchase 109 S Juliana Street, demolish the apartment building and create 

a Pocket Park. Mrs. Roach noted that there are other projects that could be accomplished for 

$257,000.00, which is the estimated cost of the park.  Mrs. Roach shared that the Pocket Park 

would attract undesirable things - drugs, dog waste and possible rape.  Mrs. Roach noted the real 

estate taxes for the property would decrease and the current residents of the building would be 

displaced. Mrs. Roach shared that she was the dissenting vote for the project at the HARB 

meeting and wanted her opposition to the project on record.   

 

Mayor Leibfreid shared a Proclamation for the “Bertha Restoration Committee.”  Jay Speicher, 

Rocky Fetter and Dave Shedlock were selected as 2017 Bedford County Historians of the Year 

by the Bedford County Historical Society.   

 

Mayor Leibfreid shared the Monthly Police Statistics with Council.   

 

Councilman Weaverling shared a request from Howard Hanna Bardell Realty and Bedford 

Sunrise Rotary for permission to hold a race on Saturday June 23, 2018 with registration 

beginning at 9 am and the race starting at 10:30 am.  The request asks for the closure of S. 

Anderson Street (start/ finish line) between Pitt and Penn Streets from 8:45 am to 12 noon. The 

majority of the race will be on the sidewalks where available.  Coordinators are asking for 

assistance from the Police Department for some street crossings.   The request asks for temporary 

directional signs for participants.  Councilman Weaverling shared that the original request was 

tabled at the April 2nd meeting. A revised route has been approved by Chief Sigler.  Motion was 

made by Councilman Cessna, seconded by Councilman Lemley, approving the request.  Motion 

was carried by unanimous vote (6-0). 
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Councilman Weaverling shared a request from Rob Anderson, Commander of the Fort Bedford 

VFW 7527, that Juliana Street be closed between Penn and John Streets from 9:30 am to 1:00 

pm on Monday, May 28, 2018 to host a Memorial Day Ceremony. Motion was made by 

Councilman Cessna, seconded by Councilman Rinscheid, approving the request.  Motion was 

carried by unanimous vote (6-0). 

 

Councilman Weaverling shared that Downtown Bedford, Inc (DBI) has received their 

Certification from the National Main Street Center and the PA Downtown Center for 2018 

through the Main Street Accreditation Program.  Councilman Weaverling noted that there were 

100 cars at the Car Show and that Tonya Grimes, DBI Manager, will be meeting with DCED 

within the next week to discuss streetscape projects.  

 

Mayor Leibfreid broached the subject of a recent Bedford Gazette article in regards to the 

Planning Commission meeting to discuss historic buildings that are at risk.  Lloyd Roach noted 

that he was in attendance at the Planning Commission meeting and the main reason of the 

meeting was to identify historic buildings that are in floodways.  Mr. Roach noted that there are 

no historic buildings in floodways that are at risk in Bedford Borough.  

 

Councilman Neff noted that the Bedford Heritage Trust met on April 25, 2018.  President of the 

Heritage Trust, Steve George, shared that he would be stepping down at the end of 2018.  The 

Bedford Heritage Trust has decided to move to monthly meetings. The next meeting will be held 

on June 27, 2018. 

 

Motion was made by Councilman Cessna, seconded by Councilman Neff, to adopt Ordinance 

2018-02. The Ordinance adds a new part “Temporary Food Sales” to Chapter 13 “Licenses and 

Permits” A permit is required to engage in temporary food sales unless part of an event 

authorized by Borough Council or with permission of Borough Council.  Motion carried by a 6-0 

roll call vote, Councilman Weaverling – aye, Councilman Lemley – aye, Councilman Cessna – 

aye, Councilman Rinscheid – aye, Councilman Neff – aye and Councilman Blackburn – aye. 

 

Motion was made by Councilman Lemley, seconded by Councilman Weaverling, to adopt 

Resolution 02-2018 which defines the fees for Temporary Food Sales. Motion was carried by 

unanimous vote (6-0).   

 

Manager Diehl shared the following HARB applications: 

• Keith & Jennifer Magill – 112 E Penn Street – Install New Windows, Handicap Ramp, 

Rear and Second Floor Landings, New Posts and Railings on Front, Paint Exterior Trim – 

Signage was NOT approved at this time.   

• Deborah Woodring – 117-B South Richard Street – Replace deteriorating retaining wall 

• Samantha Weitzel – 200 E Pitt Street – Install Projecting Sign – Samantha Weitzel 

Photography  

• Christina Frederick – 227 W Penn Street – Replace Siding and Soffit – Same Color – 

White   

• Todd & Allison Smith – 300 S Juliana Street – Sandblast and repaint existing iron fence, 

replace privacy fence and trellis, add additional fencing in 4’ and 6’ heights and add an 

iron fence w/gates.   
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• Carol French and Craig Hampson – 233 E John Street – Painting Shades of Green, Teal, 

White with Dewberry Trim  

• DBI – Demolition of Building at 109 S Juliana Street, Installation of a Pocket Park 

 

Discussion followed in regards to the DBI Pocket Park planned for 109 S Juliana Street property.   

Mr. Rinscheid asked about the property staying on the tax rolls.  Jim Wehling, DBI Committee 

Chair, noted that currently the property is shown with an assessed value of $17,600 for the land 

and $72,600 for the building which shows taxes of $351.78 for the Borough annually. The 

Borough would lose approximately $300.00 per year with the removal of the building.  The final 

design has not been completed for the park so the value is unknown.  DBI would maintain and 

pay taxes on the property.   

 

Mr. Wehling noted the project has 3 purposes. First is that an area that is not very interesting or 

well maintained would become more attractive for individuals to meet, talk, have lunch, etc.  The 

second purpose would allow the Fire Department access in case of an emergency to the 

surrounding properties.  The third purpose would help with storm water. The basement of the 

building to be demolished could be used to capture storm water.   

 

Mr. Wehling noted that in terms of security there are a lot of windows that would overlook the 

park.  Gas Lighting may be installed as part of the design.  Mr. Wehling also noted that there are 

other areas of Bedford where drug use or crime could happen.   

 

Mr. Wehling shared that Kevin Cook owns the 3 ft sidewalk at 109 S Juliana Street, but the 

ownership of the alley is unknown.  Ownership of the Mitchell building at 111 S Juliana Street 

may affect the project. Sale of the property at 11 S Juliana was finalized today, May 7, 2018.   

 

Solicitor Crabtree shared that the request was presented to HARB to look at the HARB statute 

and the historic significance of the building.  Safety and Tax concerns are not things covered 

under the HARB statute.   

 

Motion was made by Councilman Neff, seconded by Councilman Blackburn, approving all seven 

HARB applications.  Motion was carried (5-1) with Councilman Rinscheid voting against 

approving the DBI application.   

 

Manager Diehl shared that letters were sent from Pennsylvania Municipal Code Alliance, Inc. 

(PMCA) to tenants/owners at Pitt, John, Juliana and Spring Streets.   

 

Motion was made by Councilman Lemley, seconded by Councilman Blackburn, to renew the 

UPMC Gold H S A PPO plan effective July 1, 2018.  The plan is an age based plan with most 

age brackets increasing 8.89%.  Motion was carried by unanimous vote (6-0).  

 

Councilman Weaverling shared that Southern Alleghenies Museum of Art (SAMA) Bedford 

held their Grand Opening May 3, 2018 with 250 people in attendance.   
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Councilman Weaverling recognized Junior Council Person Michaela Musselman.  Ms. 

Musselman served two years as Junior Council Person.  Ms. Musselman will be attending Juniata 

College to study pre-law in the fall.   

 

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made and carried at 7:37 pm. 

 

 

 

_______________________ 

        Borough Secretary 


