
April 2, 2018 

Borough Council 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Bedford Borough Council was held on the above date with the 

following Council Members present, Tim Weaverling, Dean Lemley, Sharon Turkovich, John 

Cessna, Jeff Rinscheid, William Blackburn and Patrick Neff.  Mayor William Leibfreid, 

Borough Manager Barbara Diehl, Borough Assistant Secretary Misty Hizer and Solicitor Dean 

Crabtree were in attendance.  Borough Secretary Beverly Geller, Police Chief Jim Sigler and 

Junior Council Person Michaela Musselman were absent.     

 

Motion was made by Councilman Cessna, seconded by Councilman Rinscheid, to approve the 

Minutes of the March 5, 2018 Council Meeting and the March 28, 2018 Council Workshop.  

Motion was carried by unanimous vote (7-0).  

 

Motion was made by Councilman Blackburn, seconded by Councilman Neff, to approve the list 

of bills from March 6, 2018 through April 2, 2018.  Motion was carried by unanimous vote (7-0). 

 

Motion was made by Councilman Neff, seconded by Councilman Cessna, to approve the 

Treasurer’s Report for April 2, 2018.   Motion was carried by unanimous vote (7-0). 

 

President Weaverling introduced Rodney Rose of RER Energy Group.  Mr. Rose shared that 

Bedford Borough and Bedford County have received DCED Solar Energy Program grants for the 

installation of solar panels.  The Borough received a grant in the amount of $847,000 to install 

solar panels on Bedford Borough Water Authority land close Todd Reservoir.  Total cost of the 

project is $2.54M with private investors paying for the remainder of the materials and 

installation.  There will be no maintenance, insurance or costs to the Borough to maintain the 

solar panels.  The current rate for electricity is 8.5 cents per kw.  The installation of the solar 

panels savings will lock the rate in at 7 cents.  Savings over the 25-year lifespan of the panels is 

estimated at $2.5M.   

 

Mr. Rose shared that Bedford County received a DCED Solar Energy Program Grant for 

installation of solar panels at the Bedford County Jail on Imlertown Road.  The solar panels will 

offset electric usage at the Jail and the Courthouse.  Estimated savings for the County will be 

$5M over 25 years.  Mr. Rose shared that upon the end of the 25 years, the Borough and County 

have the option to purchase the solar panels or ask that the properties be returned to original 

condition.   

 

Mr. Rose noted that the turnaround for installation is six to nine months after the funds are 

released from the State.  Mr. Rose noted that the Engineers and all involved did an outstanding, 

accurate and prompt job submitting all the information for the grant applications.     

 

Mr. Rose noted that a solar kickoff event will be planned for the summer/fall and the event will 

be open to the public and highlight sustainable energy.  A date will be coordinated with the 

County and Borough.   

 

Councilman Rinscheid left the meeting at 7:12 pm. 

 



April 2, 2018 

State Representative Jesse Topper noted that energy costs are continuously rising and the 

installation of the solar panels will impact taxpayer costs in a positive way.  Representative 

Topper congratulated the County and Borough on the new energy opportunities and noted that 

the installation is a great addition to infrastructures of the County and Borough.   

 

Tonya Clark, representing the office of State Senator Wayne Langerholc, noted that it was 

thrilling to see the money coming to Bedford County and that the possibilities for Bedford 

County and Borough are endless.   

 

Bedford County Commissioner, Josh Lang, thanked everyone involved and noted that the solar 

panel projects are a great example of innovation and technology.   

 

Bedford County Commissioner, Barry Dallara, expressed gratitude to Rodney Rose and Larry 

Myers, Bedford Borough Water Authority, for their work on the grant.  Commissioner Dallara 

noted that without the assistance of State Senator Wayne Langerholc and State Representative 

Jesse Topper grant approval may not have been possible.   

 

Bedford County Development Association President, Bette Slayton, offered her gratitude and 

congratulations on the project.   

 

President Weaverling thanked all those who worked on the project including Larry Myers along 

with the Municipal Authority of Bedford Borough and the Bedford Borough Water Authority.   

 

Mayor Leibfreid shared the Monthly Police Statistics with Council.    

 

Solicitor Crabtree noted that a Zoning Hearing Application was received for a property on N. 

Richard Street.  The variance request is for a setback for a one-story addition to the existing 

structure so that they may financially sustain their business.  The building setback line currently 

runs through the center of the existing structure and would therefore run through the center of 

any addition.  The proposed one-story addition will extend the building by 8’.  The Zoning 

Hearing is scheduled for Monday, April 9th at 10am at the Borough Office.  After discussion, 

Council had no objections to the request and noted that the solicitor was not needed to represent 

the Borough at the Hearing.   

 

Councilwoman Turkovich noted that Downtown Bedford Inc. (DBI) has $10,700 remaining of 

their $35,000 façade grant.  Private matches for the façade grants have equaled $46,000 to date.  

DBI’s Wine Walk was well attended.  Plans are for expansion for the 2019 Wine Walk.  Over 

1000 were in attendance for the Easter Egg Hunt due to the nice weather.   

 

Motion was made by Councilman Cessna, seconded by Councilman Neff, to approve the event 

requests from Love INC and DBI and table the request from Howard Hanna Bardell Real 

Estate and Bedford Sunrise Rotary:  

➢ Love INC of Bedford County is requesting use of the Lutheran quadrant of the square 

along with the gazebo and electricity for the National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May 3, 

2018 beginning at 12 noon.  Event should last 45 to 60 minutes.   
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➢ DBI is requesting approval for cleanup of the Fort Bedford Park on Saturday April 21st 

from 8 am to 12 noon.  DBI will be partnering with REI for the cleanup. 

➢ Howard Hanna Bardell and Bedford Sunrise Rotary are requesting permission to hold a 

race on Saturday June 23, 2018 with registration beginning at 9 am with the race starting 

at 10:30 am.  Request would be to close S. Anderson Street (start/ finish line) between 

Pitt and Penn Streets from 8:45 am to 12 noon. Majority of the race will be on the 

sidewalks where available.  Asking for assistance from Police Department for some street 

crossings.   Request includes the addition of temporary directional signs for participants. 

Motion was carried by unanimous vote (7-0).   

 

Councilman Neff noted that the next meeting of the Bedford Heritage Trust will be held at the 

Fort Bedford Museum on April 25, 2018 at 5:30 pm. 

 

President Weaverling requested an Executive Session due to possible litigation issues.   

 

Councilman Lemley requested an Executive Session due to possible litigation issues.   

 

Councilman Neff shared that Ordinance 2018-02 has been drafted.  Prior to adoption the 

Ordinance will be advertised.  The Ordinance adds a new part “Temporary Food Sales” to 

Chapter 13 “Licenses and Permits” A permit is required to engage in temporary food sales unless 

part of an event authorized by Borough Council or with permission of Borough Council.  

Resolution 02-2018 will define fees for Temporary Food Sales. 

 

Manager Diehl shared the following HARB applications: 

• Erin Jay – signage and paint store front and door/steps at 142 E. Pitt Street – Whipped 

Bakery, A Family Tradition 

• Melinda Zonger – paint front doors at National Coverlet Museum of the American 

Coverlet located at 322 S. Juliana Street 

Motion was made by Councilman Lemley, seconded by Councilman Blackburn, approving the 

HARB applications.  Motion was carried by unanimous vote (6-0).   

 

Manager Diehl shared that letters were sent from Pennsylvania Municipal Code Alliance, Inc. 

(PMCA) to tenants/owners at E. Pitt and S. Richard Streets along with Somerset Avenue.   

 

Council entered into Executive Session to discuss legal issues at 7:45 pm.   

 

Council exited Executive Session at 9:15 pm.  

 

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made and carried at 9:15 pm. 

 

 

 

_______________________ 

        Borough Secretary 


