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2017 SUMMER/FALL ANNUAL LIST OF REMINDERS
➢ The Bedford Borough Office advises the owners and tenants of properties located within the Borough that grass and weeds,
including those growing in/adjacent to sidewalks, curbs, and the edges of public roadways, must be maintained at a cut/mowed
height not to exceed six (6”) inches. Persons failing to maintain their properties will be cited.
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➢ Re: Display of House Numbers within the Borough ~ Borough Council would like to
remind persons residing in the Borough of Bedford of the importance of visible house
numbers on homes and/or businesses. If you do not have house numbers present on
the front of your home and/or business, we encourage all Borough property owners to
do so. Emergency responders, Water Authority, Municipal Authority & Public Works
Employees (as well as many other entities) will be able to provide more efficient
service to residents and business owners if these numbers are displayed in a visible
location.
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➢ With the arrival of “Yard Sale and Election Campaign Season”, the Borough of
Bedford Office reminds the public of the following:
• It is ILLEGAL to place any type of sign or poster on: Borough “PUBLIC”
Property, utility poles, sign posts, traffic signal poles, within the street right-ofway or on trees located along Borough streets.
• Individuals wishing to place out-of-doors signs on PRIVATE property must
obtain a permit.
• Individuals must obtain a permit prior to conducting a Yard Sale.
• Permits can be obtained at the Borough Office between the hours of 9:00 a.m.
and 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.

Bedford Borough Water Authority

2016 Water Quality Report
(Included Within This Newsletter)
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➢ During the month of October (as time allows), the Borough will periodically collect
bagged leaves if they are placed in recyclable paper bags and the property owners calls
the Borough Office. Leaves should not be placed in plastic bags as they will not be
collected.
➢ A follow-up Press Release will be issued in the latter part of October to advise the
public of the beginning of loose leaf collection. Property owners and tenants are
reminded that tree/shrub limbs, flower/garden plants, rocks, blacktop, garbage, and
rubbish, etc. should NOT be mixed in with the leaves as these items get stuck in
and/or cause damage to the leaf vacuum machine, resulting in unnecessary down-time
and expenses.
➢ The public and motor vehicle operators are reminded that:
• It is illegal to burn leaves or any other materials on the streets.
• Parking a vehicle on piled-up leaves is unsafe as the hot exhaust system could
cause the dry leaves and possibly the vehicle to catch fire.
• Caution should be used when turning or stopping on leaves, especially wet
leaves, as they may cause the vehicle to skid out of control.
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Front: Jeremy Speicher & Sarah Calhoun
Back: Matt Bullington, Tom Oster
(Chairman) & Larry Myers

Barbara Diehl
Borough Manager for
Council, Water Authority & Municipal Authority

Borough Treasurer
& Right-To-Know Officer

Beverly Geller
Borough Secretary
Assistant Borough Treasurer
& Right-To-Know Officer

Misty Hizer
Assistant Borough Secretary

Bedford Borough Water Authority (BBWA)
Overseeing the Water Treatment Plant (WTP) & Water Distribution

Tom Oster, Chairman
Jeremy Speicher, Vice Chairman
nd
Matt Bullington, 2 Vice Chairman & Treasurer
Larry Myers, Asst. Sec. & Asst. Treasurer
Sarah Calhoun, Secretary
Barbara Diehl, Borough Manager
Aaron Keirn, Engineer
Dean Crabtree, Esquire ~ Solicitor
Brad Foor, Water Dept. Superintendent

Water Authority Meetings
3rd Monday of each Month @ 4pm
Bedford Borough Office

Front: Patrick Neff, John Cessna & Bill Blackburn
Back: Tim Weaverling, Jeff Rinscheid, Jim Wehling
& Dean Lemley (Council President)

Bedford Borough Council
H. Dean Lemley, President
Timothy Weaverling, Vice President
James Wehling, President pro tempore
William Blackburn
Jeff Rinscheid
John Cessna
Patrick Neff

Front: Scott Moxley
& Larry Johnson (Chairman)
Back: Michael Taylor, Chris Bullington
& Aaron Berkebile

Municipal Authority of the Borough of Bedford (MABB)
Overseeing the Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP)

Barbara Diehl, Borough Manager
James Sigler, Police Chief
William Leibfreid, Mayor
Timothy Cooper, Engineer
Dean Crabtree, Esquire ~ Solicitor
Bo Ford, Public Works Assistant Supt.
Council Meetings - 1st Monday
of each Month @ 7pm
Bedford County Courthouse
Commissioner's Board Room #101
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Larry Johnson, Chairman
Michael Taylor, Vice Chairman
nd
Chris Bullington, 2 Vice Chairman & Treasurer
Aaron Berkebile, Secretary
Scott Moxley, Asst. Sec. & Asst. Treasurer
Barbara Diehl, Borough Manager
Timothy Cooper, Engineer
Dean Crabtree, Esquire ~ Solicitor
Gregg Grace, Wastewater Superintendent
Municipal Authority Meetings
3rd Tuesday of each Month @ 11am
Bedford Borough Office
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Meet our Borough & Borough Water Authority Employees ~ ‘Faces of Bedford Borough’

Bedford Police
Department
Jim Sigler
Chief of Police

Barbara Diehl
Borough Manager
Borough Treasurer
& Right-To-Know
Officer

Beverly Geller

Misty Hizer

Borough Secretary
Asst. Boro Treas.
& Right-To-Know
Officer

Asst. Borough
Secretary &
Utility Billing
Specialist

Mission Statement
It is the mission of the Bedford Police Department to deliver
professional, effective services, fairly and ethically, at all times, to all
people, in order to prevent crime, control crime, and enhance the
overall quality of life for citizens and visitors. We will encourage and
promote community involvement on all levels to achieve these ends.

Bedford Borough Office Hours: 9am-4pm
Closed During Lunch (Noon - 1:00pm)

WWTP Employees
Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP)

Water Treatment Plant (WTP)

Public Works Department Employees

(L-R) John Flick, Gregg
Grace (Superintendent)
& Caleb Wagoner

(L-R) Todd Fleegle, Bo Ford (Assistant Superintendent)
& Tanner Ripple

Todd Reservoir (above)
Smith Reservoir (below)

Todd
Tank
<<

Wolfsburg Pump Station (below)
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Water Authority Employees
Assisting with Water Distribution & Water Treatment Plant

John Whitmore, Brad Foor (WTP Superintendent & Distribution Manager)
& Nick Arnold
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YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD’S CURB APPEAL
“Curb appeal” is the overall attractiveness of the
exterior of a property when viewed from the street.
Every real estate agent knows how important that
is when a property is being offered for sale.
Regardless of how nice a home is on the inside or
how well it is constructed, without curb appeal, a potential buyer won’t even get out of the car. Like books - homes and
neighborhoods are typically judged by their cover. Curb appeal does not only apply to each individual property, but to the
general neighborhood as well. It really doesn’t matter how attractive a particular property is if the neighbor’s grass is
seven inches high, if the shrubs are overgrown, or if the house needs painted. Unfortunately, poor exterior maintenance
on just one property reflects poorly on all properties on the street, in the neighborhood, and even across the entire
borough.
In fact, one of the principal reasons that property values are so much higher in some areas of the county than they are in
other areas is neighborhood-wide curb appeal. Drive through Ebensburg, Hollidaysburg or State College and notice how
neatly-kept the properties are. Properties in those communities are extremely well-maintained, and that is positively
reflected in the town’s image and ultimately, its property values.
Of course, prospective homeowners seek other factors as well, such as good schools, professional emergency services,
excellent recreational facilities, year-round special events, easy highway access, etc. Lucky for us, Bedford Borough
already has all of those things. But while the vast majority of property owners in Bedford already do an outstanding job
with property maintenance, there are a few that should do more.
The bottom line is that nobody should have to be mailed a formal notice to know that it’s time to cut the grass. Nobody
should have to be told that trimming, edging and weeding is part of lawn maintenance. And everyone should realize that
mowing the tree lawn space between the curb and sidewalk is also part of mowing the lawn.
Bedford is also home to many rental properties as well. Owners of these properties cannot leave property maintenance
solely up to the tenants. Checks should be made periodically that the lawn is being maintained, that junk is not being
allowed to collect on porches or in yards, and that the tenant is maintaining the property as the owner would keep their
own. It is recommended that landlords incorporate basic language into their leases that specify how a tenant is to maintain
the exterior of a property. In the end, a visitor to Bedford should not be able to tell simply by driving by if a property is
owner-occupied, or if it is a rental.
Please, let’s all try to do the little things that contribute to an attractive community and increase property values.
Sweep/shovel the sidewalks. Trim the little shoots that grow at the base of trees along the street in front of your property.
Periodically add fresh mulch around your shrubs and trees. Treat the weeds that grow in the tree lawn between the curb
and sidewalk. Store junk and other items inside a garage or shed.
It is difficult to increase a property’s value overnight in preparation for a sale. The best way to increase property values
and maintain them at a high level is for everyone to work together every day on an ongoing basis to improve curb appeal
across town, and to form and enhance a reputation that properties in Bedford are well kept. Over time, individual sale
prices will increase, and the comparable values used to appraise future sales will increase. Even if you are not planning to
sell your home in the near future, you can still enjoy a sense of pride in helping to keep your neighborhood looking great.
We often hear from those visiting Bedford how attractive the town is. Former residents that return for events and visits
express surprise at all of the improvements they see, such as upgrade to our parks, new trails, sidewalks and street trees. It
all comes down to image. Each and every property, whether commercial or residential, owner-occupied or rental,
contributes to that overall image one way or the other.
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WATER AUTHORITY
PROJECTS FOR 2017

MAJOR OBJECTIVES/PROJECTS IN 2017 – for the Bedford Borough Water Authority:

➢ The Water Authority continues to pursue several projects to
maintain and improve the water system including:
• J.C. Smith Dam Rehabilitation – A proposed concept plan and scope of work to
address spillway capacity and embankment stability will be submitted to DEP for
review and comment. The total project cost and schedule has not been determined.
• Additional Water Source Development – Options for developing a groundwater
source (wells) to supplement the Authority’s existing surface water sources are being
investigated. The Authority has identified sites to drill test wells and shall embark on
this project in 2017. Total Projected Cost Estimate for 2017 = $157,200

• Chamberlain Street Water Line Replacement Project
• Seeking PA Small Water & Sewer Program Grant –
• CFA Programs Division
•

PA Department of Community and Economic Development

• Water Authority committed to 15% local funds match toward the
total estimated project cost.
• Total Projected Cost Estimate = $161,000
• Lakewood Manor Water Line Improvement Project
• Water line upgrades in Lincoln Drive/Reed Boulevard – approx. 1,175’ total.
• Total Projected Cost Estimate = $241,000 (Construction Only)
• Equipment Repair & Maintenance Services (Wolfsburg Pump Station)
• Pump Repair/Service
• Ventilation System Repairs
• Pump Control Valve Solenoid Replacement
• Total Projected Cost Estimate = $82,000

Here are some important water saving tips
to help you in the new year:
1.

Repair dripping faucets by replacing washers. If your
faucet is dripping at a rate of one drop per second, you can
expect to waste 2,700 gallons per year which will add to
the cost of water and sewer utilities.
2. Check for toilet tank leaks. Also, if the toilet flush handle
frequently sticks in the flush position, letting water run
constantly, replace or adjust it.
3. Avoid flushing the toilet unnecessarily. Dispose of tissues,
insects and other such waste in the trash instead of the
toilet.
4. Take shorter showers. Replace your showerhead with an
ultra-low-flow version.
5. Operate automatic dishwashers and clothes washers only
when they are fully loaded or properly set the water level
for the size of load you are using. By washing clothes only
when you have a full load you can save up to 600 gallons
each month.
6. Store drinking water in the refrigerator rather than letting
the tap run every time you want a cool glass of water.
7. Do not use running water to thaw meat or other frozen
foods. Defrost food overnight in the refrigerator or by using
the defrost setting on your microwave.
8. Insulate your water pipes. You'll get hot water faster plus
avoid wasting water while it heats up.
9. Wash your produce in the sink or a pan that is partially
filled with water instead of running water from the tap.
Water used from rinsing your produce can then be used to
water house plants.
10. Turn off the water while you shave and you can save more
than 100 gallons a week.
11. Turn off the water while you brush your teeth and save 4
gallons/min. That's 200 gallons a week for a family of four.

MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY
PROJECTS FOR 2017

On January 26, 2015, the Municipal Authority entered/signed a
Consent Order and Agreement (COA) with the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania (Department of Environmental Protection – DEP),
to eliminate it’s Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO).
•

A plan to investigate removal of Inflow and Infiltration (I/I)
from the Combined Sewer System (CSS) and separation of
storm water and sanitary sewers to the maximum extent
practical. This plan had to include an associated CSS map
for monitoring flows in separate areas of the CSS, smoke
testing and televising the CSS, conducting inspections of all
users of the CSS with the purpose of identifying and
correcting any connections or potential connections of storm
water to the CSS. The I/I Investigation Plan had to provide
DEP with an implementation schedule identifying the work
to be completed. This plan was submitted to DEP and the
Municipal Authority received confirmation on September
13, 2016 that DEP had reviewed the plan and approved the
implementation schedule for the proposed projects, and the
date of December 31, 2022 for final abandonment of CSO
Outfall 002.

➢ Proposed engineering expenses for 2017 are estimated at
$15,000 for the CSO Removal Project.
➢ Budgeted $375,000 in 2017 for a Capital Construction
Project (work area shown on map above).
➢ Budgeted $100,000 for a new SCADA System for
Wastewater Treatment Plant.
➢ The Authority’s litigation against Howard Robson, Inc.
and Fidelity and Deposit Company of Maryland
continues. Legal expenses in 2014 for this litigation
were $77,846.00, 2015 expenses were $64,955 and
approximately $10,770 in 2016. Budgeted for 2017 is
$40,000 with hopes to settle this litigation.
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Greetings Friends and Neighbors,
Our early Spring has become a beautiful Summer. Bedford is looking prettier every day as the flowers
awaken and our town blooms again.
It is nice to get outside and feel comfortable, enjoying the wonderful advantages of Bedford Borough’s
Squares, parks and facilities. The walking paths, picnic areas and other outdoor amenities call us out to
enjoy our lovely town. Summers in Bedford can be magical!
There are many ways to show your Bedford pride this season. We invite you to decorate by flying the
stars and stripes and the opportunity to wear your red, white and blue as we celebrate the Fourth of July
with Fireworks at the Fort. The streets of Bedford will be filled with summer events like Movie Nights in
the Square, a Farm to Table Dinner down Juliana Street, our very own Bedford Police Department’s National Night Out event, DBI’s Hot
Summers Night events in July and August, RiverFest, Downtown on the Farm, Fall Foliage and a Veteran’s Day Parade (just to mention a
few). And, of course, our community is a huge supporter of our local farmers and food producers at the Bedford Farmers Market which
opened on May 17th.
These are exciting times for Bedford, and you may feel the desire to be a bigger part of it. Volunteer! There is plenty to do. Use your
talents, bring your passion, and make a difference by contributing to what makes Bedford special. Call the Borough office to find out more
and be a proud part of Bedford!
Blessings,
William “Bill” Leibfreid, Mayor
On Saturday, May 13, 2017 – the
Bedford Police Department held
their 1st COFFEE WITH A COP
event at Hebrews Coffee.

The Green – Pavillion Project
Before

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS.

ONE CUP AT A TIME.
The mission of Coffee with a Cop
is to break down the barriers
between police officers and the
citizens they serve. Focus is on
removing agendas and allowing
opportunities to ask questions,
voice concerns, and get to know
the officers in your neighborhood.
Officer Zakary Knisely pictured
to the right.

Zoning and Code Enforcement
The Borough of Bedford is working to keep
our neighborhoods clean and safe. Code
Enforcement is responsible for enforcing
Borough Ordinances where violations of
structures and properties and other public
nuisances occur. Code Enforcement also
ensures that all uses and occupancies of
properties located within the Borough
comply with the zoning ordinances.
Zoning & Code Enforcement Officers R.
Clem Malot & Craig Bowman cover the
Bedford Borough.

During the week of June 12th thru
June 16th – the Bedford County
Correctional
Facility
Deputy
Warden Jason Moore and jail
maintenance supervisor Tony
Dixon worked with prisoners Clay
Rasp, Shannon Weyant, Brian
MacGregor and Tobias Brett to
repair the roof of the pavilion at
The Green in Bedford Borough.
Warden Troy Nelson coordinated
this
project
with
Borough
Manager Barb Diehl and Borough
Council as part of a partnership –
giving the prisoners working on
the project an opportunity to gain
additional skills that can be used
after their sentence. The work
included replacing the shingles on
the pavilion with a new metal
roof, resurfacing the picnic tables,
staining the picnic tables and
pavilion and repairing/painting
the dugouts and basketball court.
This partnership will continue
throughout the Summer/Fall as
more projects continue.
Thank you to all those involved in
order to make this happen!

Craig Bowman

Bedford Office:
125 S. Richard Street, Suite 102
Bedford, PA 15522
Phone: 814-310-2326
Fax: 814-310-2338
pmcabedford@pacodealliance.com

Fort Museum Project >
The following inmate work crew also
helped Councilman Jeff Rinscheid clean
up the area in/around the Fort Bedford
Museum:
Tobias Brett, Richie Singer & Eric Winters
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BOROUGH WEBSITE OFFERS ONLINE BILL PAY
We have made it even easier to pay borough bills. Credit card
and ACH payments are now being accepted for your utility
bills on the borough’s website at www.bedboro.com! As
always, payments will continue to also be accepted at the
borough office, Monday - Friday 9am-4pm.

Please be advised that some customers have
used a search engine to search for “Bedford
Borough Water Authority” and www.doxo.com is
the first website returned. www.doxo.com is
NOT our payment processing portal and the
Bedford Borough Water Authority is not
affiliated with them.

Visited the website lately?
If you haven’t visited www.bedboro.com for a while, you really should
check out enhancements made in the past year. There are page
showcasing our ‘story’ as well as a complete directory, maps,
applications/permits, press releases, ordinances/regulations and a
calendar of events with direct links to websites for each event.
The agendas/minutes for the monthly Council meetings (as well as the
Water Authority & Municipal Authority meetings) are posted on the
website. Any project specifications and proposed Ordinances are
available on the website when advertised in the newspaper.
Bedford Borough’s website is updated on almost a daily basis. When
you get a chance, check it out and let us know what you think.

SIGNING UP FOR THE CUSTOMER PORTAL
By signing up for the Borough of Bedford Customer Portal you
will be able to view, print, and pay your bills online. You will also
be able to view your bill, payment and usage history.
Steps to sign up for the Customer Portal:
Go to the following website:

https://bedfordboro.authoritypay.com

PERMIT
REQUIRED

REMINDER PERMITS REQUIRED

There are certain things that you need to obtain a permit for.
Some of the more common are garage sales (free), building
renovations, signs and fences. A required permit is not one
of those things that you want to plead ignorance for and seek
forgiveness later. Before doing a project, check with the
borough office to see if a permit is required before investing
any money in a project.
Visit our website for complete details ~ www.bedboro.com

BOROUGH COUNCIL WELCOMES
SAMA TO ANDERSON HOUSE
• During their April 3rd Council Meeting, Borough Council
entered into a lease with Southern Alleghenies Museum
of Art (SAMA) to transform the Anderson House into a
museum of fine art. Under SAMA, the Anderson House
will become a site for national and regional art exhibitions
and a venue for various cultural programs and community
events. This Lease with SAMA represents an opportunity
to honor the Anderson family, to enhance Bedford’s
historic district, to drive economic development and to
support SAMA’s cultural mission. SAMA currently has
museum facilities in Altoona, Johnstown, Ligonier and
Loretto. By establishing and maintaining a museum of art
and by providing programs and activities of a public,
charitable, civic, cultural, literary, and educational nature,
the Museum serves the people of the region. Under the
auspices of the Pennsylvania Council for the Arts (PCA),
SAMA serves a six-county region ~ Bedford, Blair,
Cambria, Fayette, Somerset and Westmoreland.
Government funds, foundation support and an engaged
community help maintain museum operations and
sustain SAMA programs. Please join Council in welcoming
the SAMA staff to our beloved Anderson House.

Mayor Leibfreid
handing a special
‘Key to the Borough’

over to SAMA
representatives.
(L-R) Jim Cayce (SAMA Board of Trustees President), Gary Moyer (SAMA Executive Director),
Mayor Leibfreid and Michael Streuber (Colcom Foundation Board Member)
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Inside this Newsletter –
Bedford Borough Water Authority’s
2016 Annual Drinking Water Quality Report

Incorporated 1795
Hours: Monday ~ Friday (9am-4pm)

Bedford Borough
2017 Community Events
(July - December)

Bedford Borough Press Releases, Etc. ~ www.bedboro.com
DBI Event Details ~ www.downtownbedford.com
Chamber of Commerce Event Details ~ www.bedfordcountychamber.com
Bedford County Visitors Bureau Event Details ~ www.visitbedfordcounty.com

Council Approved
Community Events in the Borough:

3rd Movie Night on the Square (DBI)
Friday, August 18th @ 8:30pm

1st Hot Summers Night (DBI)
Monday, July 3rd (6-9pm)
Rain date, Thursday, August 10th

Chamber of Commerce – Downtown on the Farm
Thursday, September 7th
Rain date, Friday, September 22nd

Fourth of July (Fireworks @ Fort) (DBI)
Tuesday, July 4th (5-11pm)

Fall Foliage (Fall Foliage Committee)
October 7th & 8th
October 14th & 15th

2nd Movie Night on the Square (DBI)
Friday, July 21st @ 8:30pm
Farm to Table Dinner (DBI)
Monday, July 31st (6-9pm)
National Night Out (Police Event)
Tuesday, August 1st (6:30-8pm)
2nd Hot Summers Night (DBI)
Thursday, August 3rd (6-9pm)
Rain date, Thursday, August 10th
RiverFest (DBI)
Saturday, August 12th & Sunday, August 13th
Saturday Hours (11am-11pm) & Sunday Hours (11am-6pm)
Rain date, August 19th & August 20th

Fall Foliage Antique Car Parade (Fall Foliage Committee)
Saturday, October 14th
Elks Halloween Parade
Monday, October 23rd
Rain date, Wednesday, October 25th
Pumpkin Fest/Costume Promenade (DBI)
Saturday, October 28th (9-12pm)
Veteran’s Day Parade
Saturday, November 11th (10:15-11:15am)
Christmas Family Fun (DBI)
Saturday, December 2nd (5:30-8:30pm)

