
December 2, 2019 

Borough Council 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Bedford Borough Council was held on the above date with the 

following Council Members present, Patrick Neff, William Blackburn, John Cessna, Jeff 

Rinscheid and Sharon Turkovich.  Mayor William Leibfreid, Borough Manager Barbara Diehl, 

Borough Secretary Beverly Geller, Assistant Borough Secretary Misty Hizer, Police Chief Craig 

Bowman and Solicitor Dean Crabtree were also present. Council Members Tim Weaverling and 

Dean Lemley along with Brad Foor, Public Services Director, and Tim Cooper, P.E. of Stiffler 

McGraw & Assoc., Inc were absent.   

 

Randy Delozier, Bedford County Free Press, and Lloyd Roach, Cessna Communications, were in 

attendance.  Jacquie Roach, Jim Wehling, Jo Harris-Wehling, Candi Bussard, Rusty Fritz, Jeff 

Wright, Jacquie and Gwendolyn Ray were in attendance.        

 

Patrick Neff called the Meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m.   

 

Motion was made by Councilman Cessna, seconded by Councilman Blackburn, to approve the 

Minutes of the November 4, 2019 Regular Meeting Minutes and the November 18, 2019 Council 

Workshop Minutes.  Motion was carried by unanimous vote (5-0). 

 

Motion was made by Councilwoman Turkovich, seconded by Councilman Rinscheid, to approve 

the list of bills from November 5, 2019 through December 2, 2019.  Motion was carried by 

unanimous vote (5-0). 

 

Motion was made by Councilman Blackburn, seconded by Councilman Cessna, to approve the 

Treasurer’s Report for December 2, 2019.   Motion was carried by unanimous vote (5-0). 

 

Motion was made by Councilman Cessna, seconded by Councilwoman Turkovich, to approve 

payment of Requisition #6 – Building Renovation Project in the amount of $14,912.65 for 

payment to Stiffler McGraw for Design Fees, Environmental Investigation and Sidewalk Design.    

The funds are requisitioned from a Line of Credit.  Motion was carried by unanimous vote (5-0).   

 

Gwendolyn Ray shared information in regards to the accomplishments of Egolf Park for 2019.  

Twenty-nine reservations were made for 2019, Four Square and Hopscotch pads were poured, a 

large corner sign was installed and although playground equipment has not been installed the 

equipment has arrived.  The annual wreath, swag and bow sale is scheduled for December 7, 

2019.  Future plans include overhead ceiling fans, installation of shade or awning by food service 

tables and planting of flowers by corner sign.   

 

Jim Wehling spoke to Council in regards to a property he purchased at 618 S. Richard Street.  

Mr. Wehling plans to demolish the current house and would like the Ordinance to change to 

allow the construction of a new home in a different footprint.  The current Ordinance for 

setbacks requires a twenty-five (25’) foot setback.   

 

Mr. Blackburn noted that the Ordinance Review Committee met once to discuss Mr. Wehling’s 

request.  Mr. Neff noted that the Ordinance Review Committee had a few additional questions to 
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discuss prior to making a decision, but felt it was reasonable for Council to vote on the subject 

by year end.   

 

Jeff Wright, HARB Member, spoke to Council in regards to holding a higher-level discussion 

about Historic District boundaries, requiring permits, expanding the Historic District into the 

corridors entering Bedford, creating a cross Committee in regards to design elements (eg. 

windows, facades), and passing a lighting Ordinance (eg.- Concord, NH Lighting Ordinance, 

CRI (Color Rendering Index).  Mr. Wright presented an Ordinance proposal to Manager Diehl 

for the Historic District. 

 

Mayor Leibfreid shared the monthly Police statistics.   

 

Solicitor Crabtree requested an Executive Session at the end of the meeting to discuss potential 

litigation. 

 

Councilman Rinscheid shared that the Heritage Trust is planning a Cookie Walk at the Fort 

Museum on December 7, 2019. 

   

Manager Diehl reminded Council that Thursday, December 19, 2019 at 7 p.m. the Annual Year 

End Meeting would be held at the Courthouse.   

 

Councilman Rinscheid shared that a vandalism incident happened at the Greens with a wooden 

horse being broken.  The vandals have been caught.  

 

Manager Diehl shared the Review Board approved HARB applications from the November 

meeting:  

➢ ALSM – 231 S. Juliana St – replace wrought iron railing with black aluminum railing 

➢ LifeStyle Next Door – 110 E. Pitt Street – Signage 

➢ Joe Williams – 133 S. Thomas St – add handrail for safety 

➢ Pigeon Hill Studio – Paint Door 

Motion was made by Councilman Rinscheid, seconded by Councilwoman Turkovich, to approve 

the HARB Applications.  Motion was carried by unanimous vote (5-0).   

 

HARB asked for a new application from FNB, 124 S. Juliana St, to remove existing signage and 

replace with updated signage.  HARB suggested that lower lumens for the lighted sign would be 

more appropriate, the South facing sign was an inappropriate size, a warm tone would be more 

appropriate.   

  

Council discussed that the proposed FNB signs met the size allowed in the Ordinance and that 

lumens was not addressed in the Ordinance.   

 

Motion was made by Councilwoman Turkovich, seconded by Councilman Rinscheid, to deny the 

FNB sign request.  Motion was carried by unanimous vote (5-0).   
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Manager Diehl shared that Code Enforcement Letters were sent from the Police Department and 

PA Municipal Code Alliance to property owners/tenants on Spring, W. Pitt, Chamberlain and 

Union Streets along with Green Lane.   

 

Motion was made by Councilman Rinscheid, seconded by Councilman Blackburn, to authorize 

the advertisement of the Real Estate Tax Levy Ordinance for 2020 at three and nine tenths (3.9) 

mills.  Motion was carried by unanimous vote (5-0).   

 

Motion was made by Councilman Cessna, seconded by Councilwoman Turkovich, to tentatively 

adopt the Budget for the 2020 Fiscal Year:  

 GENERAL FUND          $1,583,180.00     

 WATER FUND    $   889,100.00 

 SEWER FUND            $   906,115.00       

 CAPITAL RESERVE FUND  $     28,700.00      

 LIQUID FUELS FUND        $     37,810.00     

 FORT MUSEUM FUND            $     24,075.00    

     TOTAL BUDGET          $3,468,980.00  

Motion was carried by unanimous vote (5-0).   

 

Motion was made by Councilman Cessna, seconded by Councilman Rinscheid, to amend the 

Cash Balance Plan and advertise Ordinance 2019-08 setting the employer contribution at 3.5% 

for 2020.  PMRS rate of return remains at 5.25% for 2020.  Motion was carried by unanimous 

vote (5-0).   

 

Councilman Cessna noted that several of the Christmas lights throughout the Borough were not 

lit and that other sections of town had lights on 24 hours a day.  Councilman Cessna shared that 

most Christmas decorations last 5 to 6 years and the current decorations were dirty and shabby 

and had not been updated for more than 10 years.  Manager Diehl noted that prior to placement 

this year everything was checked and working.  Discussion on a fundraiser to replace the lighting 

was entered.   

 

Council entered Executive Session at 7:50 p.m.   

 

Council exited Executive Session at 9:08 p.m. 

 

Motion was made by Councilman Rinscheid, seconded by Councilman Cessna, to approve 

Ordinance 2019-07, adopting and ratifying an intergovernmental cooperation agreement with the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Office of Attorney General, Bureau of Narcotics Investigation 

and Drug Control, to coordinate narcotics investigations, enforcement and prosecution activities 

and sign the agreement with the Attorney General. Motion was carried by unanimous vote (5-0).   

 

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made and carried at 9:08 p.m. 

 

 

_______________________ 

        Borough Secretary 


