
May 21, 2019 

Borough Council 

 

The Monthly Workshop Meeting of the Bedford Borough Council was held on the above date at 

3:00 p.m. with the following Council Members present, Tim Weaverling, Dean Lemley, John 

Cessna, Jeff Rinscheid, Bill Blackburn and Sharon Turkovich.  Mayor William Leibfreid, 

Borough Manager Barbara Diehl, Borough Secretary Beverly Geller, Public Services Director 

Brad Foor and Timothy Cooper, P.E. of Stiffler, McGraw & Associates, Inc. were also present. 

Absent was Council Member Patrick Neff.  Assistant Borough Secretary Misty Hizer, Solicitor 

Dean Crabtree and Police Chief Jim Sigler were also absent.  Craig Bowman, PMCA Zoning and 

Code Enforcement, was in attendance.   

 

Manager Diehl reminded Council that contract negotiations (Uniform and Non-Uniform) would 

start in the near future and that the Clark Water Line Project at the east end of town started today, 

May 21st.  Paving should be completed by the end of July.   

 

Motion was made by Councilman Cessna, seconded by Councilman Rinscheid, to approve a 

change in event and road closure times for Christmas Family Fun held on December 7, 2019 by 

DBI.  The event was originally to take place from 5:30-8:30 p.m. with road closures to be in 

effect from 3:30 - 9:00 p.m.  DBI would like to change the event time to 3:00 - 6:00 p.m. with 

road closures of Juliana Street from Central Way to Penn Street between 1:00 - 7:00 p.m.  No 

Parking signs would still be installed Friday night with no parking on event day from 1:00 - 7:00 

p.m.  Changing the time of this event will allow downtown merchants to be able to participate in 

the day’s activities.  Motion was carried by unanimous vote (6-0).   

 

Elijah Miller, Eagle Scout, has offered to rehab the Gazebo as his Eagle Scout project.  The 

project would include cleaning, landscaping and repairing and/or replacing the railing, deck and 

cupola.  Motion was made by Councilman Cessna, seconded by Councilwoman Turkovich, to 

issue a check in the amount of $500.00 to Mr. Miller to start the project.  Motion was carried by 

unanimous vote (6-0).   

 

Mr. Cooper shared updated renovation plans for the Borough Building which included an 

addition to the rear of the current Borough side.  The addition would square the rear of the 

building and provide additional police storage and a small conference room for Public Works 

and the Police Department to share.  An internal staircase would also be housed in the addition.  

Different layouts and future needs were discussed.  Manager Diehl noted that the project has 

increased in price to $2.1 Million.  A new building would cost $4 Million.  Manager Diehl 

shared that she did not see the need for a tax increase for the next two years.  Mr. Cooper noted 

that the Fire Dept Build Project was very close to anticipated bid costs.  Mr. Cooper suggested 

that furniture and cabinetry be installed by Borough personnel to help defray costs.   

 

Manager Diehl noted with the building addition to the rear, parking spaces will be lost.  Manager 

Diehl would like to relocate the Salt Shed off site to add additional parking.   

 

Motion was made by Mr. Blackburn, seconded by Mr. Cessna, to approve the project at $2.1 

Million.  Motion was carried by unanimous vote (6-0).   

 



May 21, 2019 

Information was shared on the Two (2) Hour Parking time limits along John, Bedford and East 

Streets (surrounding Bedford High School) collected by Chief Sigler.  Data shows that of the 

twenty-five (25) properties queried four (4) would like the two (2) hour parking to remain and 

twenty (20) have asked that the two-hour parking limit be lifted.  One owner is in the process of 

selling.  A recommendation was made to keep Two (2) Hour Parking on the section of Wood 

Street (in front of the Bedford County Library between Vondersmith Avenue and John Street), 

along the north side of John Street (from Richard St. to East St.) and along the south side of John 

Street (from Richard St to mid block between East and Wood Streets) and rescind the remainder 

of two (2) hour parking surrounding the High School. Motion was made by Councilman Cessna, 

seconded by Councilman Lemley, to forward the recommendation to Solicitor Crabtree for 

amendment of the Ordinance.  Motion was carried by unanimous vote (6-0). 

 

Assistant Borough Secretary Misty Hizer joined the meeting at 4:18 p.m. 

 

The Ordinance Review Committee discussed a request to amend Ordinance 2015-01 (Exception 

to Certain Alcohol Events) to allow additional vendors to offer samples and also sell beer at 

DBI’s Farmers Market.  A suggestion of one vendor (Brewery, Distillery or Winery) per Farmers 

Market with limited sample sizes (12 oz. for brewed beverages, 3 oz. for distilled beverages and 

6 oz. for wine) is the change to be presented to Solicitor Crabtree to draft a preliminary 

Ordinance.   

 

Grass clippings were also discussed by the Ordinance Review Committee and a recommendation 

of an Ordinance that makes leaving grass clippings on a street longer than one (1) hour unlawful.  

The recommendation is to be presented to Solicitor Crabtree for his advice and preparation of a 

preliminary Ordinance.   

 

Ordinance Review Committee also presented a 4th Ordinance recommendation in regards to 

limiting the number of establishments who can serve alcohol in the Borough.  After discussion 

the issue was tabled until Solicitor Crabtree shares his opinion on the subject.   

 

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made and carried at 4:37 p.m. 

 

________________________________ 

 

Borough Secretary 


