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Bedford Fire Department No. 1 has protected our community since 1804.  The 
all-volunteer fire department serves multiple municipalities, as well as the 
Pennsylvania Turnpike, and responds to approximately 400 calls per year. 
 
Updated public safety facilities are necessary to meet the safety needs of both 
the community and the firefighters themselves.  Safety mandates currently 
require gear to be housed separately from apparatus.  The Borough of Bedford 
Municipal Building currently houses several pieces of apparatus, but the weight 
has compromised the integrity of the flooring.  Upon completion of the fire 
station, renovation will commence on the existing municipal building.        
 
This is an exciting time for our community and likely a once in a lifetime event 
for most of us.  A legacy for generations to come.  
 
The Borough of Bedford would like to take this opportunity to thank the men 
and women of Bedford Fire Department No. 1 for their hard work, dedication 
and answering the call.     
 

A rendering of Bedford Fire Department No. 1’s new fire station, 
provided by Stiffler McGraw & Associates. 

Bedford Fire Department No. 1 broke ground on Tuesday, May 7, 
2019 on their highly anticipated new build project.  The existing 
3-bay fire station that sat at the corner of West Penn Street and 
South West Street, was demolished and work has begun on the 
construction of their new 6-bay fire station.  Construction is 
anticipated to take approximately 12 months.  The new fire station 
will include a gear room, meeting and administrative offices, as 
well as space for a future community/banquet room.   
 

A cleared lot remains after the fire station and adjacent house were demolished in May 2019. 
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MABB’s Reinvestment in the Infrastructure 
 

The Municipal Authority of the Borough of Bedford strives to maintain and improve the water and wastewater 
systems by routinely reinvesting in the aging infrastructure.  2019 projects include replacement of the water lines on 
East and Bedford Streets, between John and Pitt Streets.  The project began mid-April and is scheduled to be 
completed mid-summer, weather permitting. 

 
 

 

2019 CAPITAL PROJECTS  

 
  

The Municipal Authority of the Borough of Bedford 
2019 Water Line Replacement Project 

 
East Street (John Street to Pitt Street) 

Bedford Street (John Street to Pitt Street) 

 

Borough of Bedford 
2019 Paving Project 

 
 

 

This is what you’ve all been waiting for!  We are excited to announce the 2019 Paving Project and Schedule!  
Complete curb-to-curb paving of the above-mentioned streets is tentatively scheduled to be completed August 
2019, weather permitting.  

John Street (Richard to Anderson) 
Wood Street (Penn to John) 

East Street (Pitt to John) 

Bedford Street (Pitt to John) 
Intersection of John & West Streets 
N. Thomas Street (Pitt to Ft. Park) 
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 AIMWPRX 
TREES 

Did you know that the Borough of Bedford has a Shade Tree Commission?  The Shade Tree 
Commission (Commission) is the body under whose jurisdiction all public trees fall.  All street and 
public trees, as well as those located within the tree lawn area, are regulated by the Commission.  
Per Chapter 25, Part 1 of the Code of Ordinances, the following definitions apply: 
 

- Street Trees:  All shade and ornamental trees now or hereafter growing on any public street. 
- Public Trees:  All shade and ornamental trees now or hereafter growing on any public areas 

or where otherwise indicated. 
- Tree Lawn:  The grassy area between the curb and sidewalk. 
- Public Areas:  All streets and parks, as well as all other property owned by the Borough of 

Bedford, which are located in the Borough of Bedford.  
 
Trees are the responsibility of the property owners. Routine maintenance of trees is highly 
recommended, as they can become a hazard to persons and/or property. The Borough has seen an 
increase in obstruction of power lines and the lifting of sidewalks by trees. Overgrowth and blight 
have become a serious problem as well and should be addressed accordingly.  Failure to maintain 
trees could result in the property owner being ordered to address the issue by the Code Enforcement 
Officer.   
 
If trees are located in the tree lawn, street or public area, property owners must seek permission 
from the Commission prior to any type of maintenance or removal of said trees. Pruning 
specifications can be found within the Chapter 25 ordinance. Permits to maintain and/or remove 
trees can be obtained by contacting the Borough office.  There is no fee for the permit.  
 
Trees not located in the tree lawn, street or public area are permitted to be maintained and/or 
removed without prior approval from the Commission.  
 
When a tree has to be removed, the Commission will often recommend a suitable replacement tree 
in an effort to preserve our street and public trees.  Only small trees, as referenced in the ordinance, 
should be planted in the tree lawn area.  Larger trees should be reserved for planting in a yard.    
Additionally, tree planting specifications, as well as a list of preferred tree species, are available in 
Chapter 25, Part 1, Section 105 of the ordinances. All future plantings must be in compliance with 
the ordinance.   
 
Property owners are welcome to contact the Shade Tree Commission through the Bedford Borough 
office at 814.623.8192.  The Chapter 25 ordinance regulating shade trees and a list of Frequently 
Asked Questions can be found on our website at www.bedboro.com.   

AIMWPRX 
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SUMMER REMINDERS 

Ownership and Care of Animals 
 
Persons residing in or visiting the Borough of Bedford are reminded of the following, as it 
pertains to the ownership and care of animals: 
 
-  No person having ownership or custody of an animal shall allow the animal to defecate on 
public property, including but not limited to, cemeteries, parks, sidewalks, and streets, unless 
the person having ownership or custody of the animal immediately removes such feces and 
places it in a non-leaking air-tight container for eventual disposal in a trash or litter 
receptacle.  The provisions contained in this bullet do not apply to a guide dog 
accompanying any blind person or a dog used to assist any other physically handicapped 
person. All ordinances can be found on our website at www.bedboro.com.   

 

 
 

Requirement to Maintain Grass 
and Weeds 

 
Owners and tenants of properties located 
within the Borough of Bedford are 
advised that grass and weeds, including 
those growing in/adjacent to sidewalks, 
curbs, and the edges of public roadways, 
must be maintained at a cut/mowed height 
not to exceed six (6”) inches.  Persons 
failing to maintain their properties will be 
cited.  
 
As a courtesy, please refrain from blowing 
grass clippings onto the street. It not only 
presents a potential road hazard, but storm 
drains can become clogged as well.  

 
 

 

 

Setting off fireworks in the Borough is not 
only dangerous, but it could also land you in 
trouble with the law.  While recent changes 
to state law now permit the sale and 
discharge of certain types of traditional 
fireworks in PA, Borough residents are 
reminded of the following: 
 
A person may not intentionally ignite or 
discharge consumer fireworks within 150 
feet of an occupied structure. 
 
Please be advised that there are also noise 
limitations within the Borough, as referenced 
by Chapter 10, Part 3 of the Code of 
Ordinances.  

July 4th and 
Fireworks 
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New Chief in Town 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the June 2019 Borough Council meeting, Craig 
Bowman was appointed as the new Bedford Police 
Chief at the recommendation of Mayor Leibfreid.  
Chief Bowman comes on board with 29 years of 
experience with the Pennsylvania State Police.  
 
 

Bedford Police Chief Jim Sigler will soon be retiring 
after 33 years of service.  Chief Sigler started with 
the Bedford Police Department in 1986 as a part-
time patrol officer and transitioned to a full-time 
officer in 1990.  

 

 
Drinking Water Notification  

 
Municipal Authority of the Borough of Bedford (MABB) customers recently received a drinking water notification that 
indicated treatment technique requirements were not met.  The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) determines 
how and what to treat drinking water with. MABB would like to take the opportunity to educate customers on why they 
are receiving these notifications and what they mean.   
 

- Is the water safe to drink?  YES. 
 

- What happened?  We routinely monitor for Total Organic Carbon (TOC).  TOC is a material derived from 
decaying vegetation, bacterial growth, and metabolic activities of living organisms or chemicals, i.e. it is naturally 
occurring.  A TOC sample is taken from the raw water and another from treated water.  The percentage removal is 
then calculated. MABB’s incoming raw water supply is so pure that it is difficult to remove naturally occurring 
substances without adding more chemicals.  Individuals not on a public water system, e.g. wells, can be exposed 
to 100% TOC.  

 
- Are there any direct health impacts?  No.  TOC has no health effects.  If you have specific health concerns, 

please contact your doctor.   
 

- What does this mean?  There is no immediate risk.  If there had been, customers would have been notified 
immediately.  Tests taken during this time period did not indicate the presence of bacteria in the water.  
 

- What should customers do?  Customers do not need to boil water or take any corrective actions.  
 

- What is being done?  Monthly requirements are being met and sampling has increased.  These notifications are 
based on a running annual average. Customers will continue to receive notifications until the running annual 
average is acceptable again.  

 
Customers with additional questions are welcome to contact the MABB office at 814.623.8192 or visit our website at 
www.bedboro.com.   

 

 

In 2008, Borough 
Council appointed him 
to his current position 
as Chief of Police.  
Congratulations on 
retirement and thank 
you for your service!  

After retirement from 
PSP in 2016, Chief 
Bowman worked for 
PA Municipal Code 
Alliance.  Welcome to 
Bedford Borough Chief 
Bowman!  

**WATER/SEWER CUSTOMERS - REMINDER** 
When paying your water/sewer bills, please make all checks payable to M.A.B.B. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Municipal Authority of the Borough of Bedford’s 2018 Annual Drinking Water Quality Report  
is available on our website at: 

  http://bedboro.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/2018-CCR-Form-Final-Copy-Website-Version-1.pdf. 
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Council Meetings 1st Monday  
of each Month at 7:00 pm 

Bedford County Courthouse 
Commissioner's Board Room #101 

 

 
Municipal Authority of the Borough of Bedford  

 
Larry Johnson, Chairman 

Larry Myers, 1st Vice Chairman 

Chris Bullington, 2
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 Vice Chairman & Treasurer 
Matt Bullington, Secretary 

Scott Moxley, Asst. Sec. & Asst. Treasurer 
Jim Gonsman 

Jeremy Speicher 
 

Barbara Diehl, Borough Manager 
Timothy Cooper, Engineer 

Dean Crabtree, Esquire ~ Solicitor 
Brad Foor, Public Services Director 

John Whitmore, Water Treatment Plant Supt. 
John Flick, Wastewater Treatment Plant Supt. 

 
Municipal Authority Meetings 

1st Monday of each month at 4:30 pm 
 

Municipal Authority Workshops 
3rd Tuesday of each month at 4:30 pm 

Bedford Borough Office 

 


